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What does REACH say?

ECHA
• provides technical and scientific guidance and 

tools for the operation of REACH for: 
industry, especially SMEs

other stakeholders

• provides assistance to registrants
• provides explanatory information on REACH 

to other stakeholders
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Guidance

• To assist stakeholders in implementing their 
obligations - but not legally binding

First version has been developed by the Commission 
and agreed with industry, NGOs, MSCAs and ECHA 
(RIPs) to ensure broad support of all important players

Future guidance management has been handed over 
to ECHA

The Guidance shows the “safest” way for industry 
to implement REACH
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How are stakeholders 
involved?

1. Initiation of the consultation procedure

2. Consultation of ECHA partners
Partners Expert Group

Committees and/or the Forum

European Commission and the MSCAs

3. Main interim documents prepared at 
different stages of the consultation process  
published on the ECHA website
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Initiation of the consultation 
procedure
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Comments/FeedbackGuidance.aspx

Initiation of the consultation 
procedure

https://comments.echa.europa.eu/Comments/FeedbackGuidance.aspx
https://comments.echa.europa.eu/Comments/FeedbackGuidance.aspx
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ECHA drafts text

Legal issue: 
consult COM

Experts

Type of action?
Corrigendum

“Normal” amendment,
revision or new guidance

Fast-track
amendment

PEG reviews ECHA’s draft

ECHA revises draft

Consultation of C’ttees/Forum
if needed/useful

Consultation of MSCAs,
e.g. via CARACAL

ECHA revises draft

ECHA finalises text and
publishes it on its website

Either “normal”
process with short
deadlines for 
PEG / C’ttees / MSCA 
or
limited consultation

Consultation of ECHA partners
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• PEG
nominations by MSCAs, Stakeholder Organisations or ECHA
established by ECHA
a meeting will be convened if no consensus can be achieved 
via written procedure

• Committees and/or Forum
ED will be advised by the ECHA secretariat/PEG on their 
involvement:

to avoid disagreement at the end
to feed top-level expertise

• Consultation of MSCAs and the Commission
obligatory for “normal” amendments, revisions, or new guidance

Consultation of ECHA partners
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Outcome of the consultation

• The proposed stakeholder consultation
involves all stakeholders, including Commission, 
MSCAs, industry, enforcement authorities
should meet deadlines while reaching buy-in
all efforts will be made to reach consensus for 
achieving the basic objective:

Guidance that is acceptable toGuidance that is acceptable to
•• those applying it,those applying it,
•• thosethose using it, using it, andand
•• those enforcing REACHthose enforcing REACH
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Planned guidance updates
• Registration

Annex V
waste and recovered substances

• Information Requirements and Chemical Safety 
Assessment

use descriptor system

exposure scenario format

exposure estimates

extented Safety Data Sheets

• Requirements for substances in articles
• Annex VI of the CLP Regulation
• Risk Communication

exposure scenarios describing
strictly controlled conditions
exposure scenarios for waste life 
cycle stage and corresponding
exposure estimates
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Where to find information on the 
on-going guidance updates?

http://guidance.echa.europa.eu/guidance4_en.htm

http://guidance.echa.europa.eu/guidance4_en.htm
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