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Articles in REACH

� Article 6: General obligation to register 
substances
� Article producers may import substances on their ow n 

or in preparations for the production of their arti cles

� In that case they have to register the substance (o n its 
own or as part of preparations) if it is imported i n 
volumes of 1 tonne or more per year
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Articles in REACH

� Article 7: Registration and notification
� Defines under which circumstances article producers  

and importers have to:
• Register and/or 
• Notify

� Substances in articles and details the requirements

� Article 33: Duty to communicate information
� Duty of actors in the supply chain for articles 

containing identified SVHCs to communicate 
sufficient information to allow safe use down the 
supply chain
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What is an Article?

� “Article”
� An object which during production is given a special 

shape, surface or design which determines its 
function to a greater degree than its chemical 
composition (REACH Article 3(3))

� An article is composed of one or more 
substances or preparations. 

� Specific substances may be added to give the 
article special properties

� Examples ��� � furniture, clothes, vehicles, toys
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Borderline Cases

� Two main types:
� Borderline between substances/preparations in 

special containers/on special carrier materials, an d 
substances/preparations which are (an integral) par t of 
an article

� Borderline in the sequence of processing natural or  
synthetic materials into final articles, in particu lar 
deciding on ‘semi-finished products’
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REACH Article 7(1)

� Substances in articles shall be registered
when:
� The substance is present in the articles at a total  

of > 1 tonne per producer/importer per year, and

� The substance is intended to be released during 
normal and reasonably foreseeable conditions of 
use
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Intended Release of Substances

� Release of substances from articles is intended
when:
� It is deliberately planned, and has a specific func tion 

for the article, which is not the main function of the 
object but an additional quality

� It contributes to a quality or minor function of th e 
article

� I.e. the release contributes to an added value of t he 
article, which is not directly connected to the end  use 
function

� Example ��� � perfumed eraser
• Function is to erase
• Added value � quality of having a pleasant smell
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REACH Article 7(2) and 7(3)

� SVHC in articles shall be notified if:
� The substance is included in the candidate list and
� The substance is present in the articles at a total  of > 

1 tonne per producer/importer per year
� The substance is present in those articles at a 

concentration > 0.1% (w/w)
� If the producer/importer cannot exclude exposure of  

humans or environment during normal and 
reasonably foreseeable conditions of use including 
disposal

� Information to be provided in a notification is 
limited and specified in Article 7(4)
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Registration 
under Art. 7(1)?
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Substances of Very High 
Concern

� Substances of Very High Concern are:
� PBT substances

� vPvB substances

� CMR category 1, 2 substances

� Substances of equivalent concern (Article 57f)

� Identified via the procedure of Article 59
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REACH Article 7(5)

� The Agency may require producers/importers to 
submit a registration for any substance in 
articles if:
� The substance is present in the articles at a total  of > 

1 tonne per producer/importer per year, and
� The Agency has grounds for suspecting that:

� The substance is released from articles and 
� The release presents a risk to human health or the environment

� This may apply to SVHCs as well as to other 
substances (not already required to be 
registered as substances in articles)
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REACH Article 7(6) Use Exemption

� Pre-registration alone is not sufficient to 
comply with this provision
� An actual registration of the specific use is requi red

� A registered use =
� Information provided as part of the registration 

dossier (REACH Annex VI, Section 3.5: brief 
description of use)

� In IUCLID 5 this will be implemented as a use 
descriptor system with pick-lists
� For use in articles as an ‘article pick-list’
� Main difficulty ��� � registered uses are not published
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REACH Article 7(6) use exemption

� Approaches to determining whether a use has 
been registered:
� Supply chain communication (registered in own 

supply chain)
� Request to the ECHA (registered by anyone)
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Communication: Article 33

� Only if article contains SVHC on the candidate 
list

� Exemption
� There is no exemption from this obligation merely v ia 

registration under Article 7(6) for the same use

� Similarly
� There is no exemption from this obligation via Arti cle 

7(3) concerning the absence of exposure under 
reasonably foreseeable conditions of use 

� No tonnage limit ��� � also applies < 1 tonne/year
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Communication: Article 33

This article should be disposed of as 
hazardous waste.  Please do not put it in your 
normal household waste

NoSafe disposal

S53, S45, S60, S61(Yes) [2]Safe handling 

1% w/wNoConc. in article[1]

Carc. Cat. 1; R45; T+; R28; C; R34 ; N; 
R50/53
May cause cancer

NoClassification

01-1234567890-49-0000NoReg. No (if provided)

1327-53-3NoCAS Number

Diarsenic trioxideYesSubstance name 

ExampleObligatoryItem 

[1] Concentration ranges could be considered in order to preserve confidential business information
[2] If the information is necessary to ensure safe handling by the user of the article, it is obligatory to forward.
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Articles and Authorisation

� Substances in articles are not subject to 
authorisation

� The process of incorporation of substances into 
articles may be subject to authorisation
� Only relevant for EU article producers

Misunderstanding by many article producers is that 
substances in articles can be subject to 
authorisation.
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Articles and Restrictions

� Substances in articles may be subject to 
restrictions

� Also the process of incorporating a substance 
into an article may be subject to a restriction
� Only relevant for EU article producers
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Notification of SVHC in articles

EIF

June 
2007

12 months

P
re-registration

3.5 years 6 years 11 years

A
gency start up

100-1000 tonnes 1-100 tonnes

[6 months]

18 months

Non-phase-in substances

•1000+ tonnes
•CMRs 1+ tonne
• very toxic to aquatics
(R50/53)  100+ tonnes

Deadlines under REACH
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Conclusions: What to Do Now?

� Determine your role under REACH for each of 
your substances
� Multiple roles for the same substance?

� Study the relevant chapters and examples on 
how to determine whether an object is an 
article!

� Make an inventory of substances in articles 
supplied into the EU:
� Intentionally released? 
� SVHC(s) in the Article? 
� Concentration?
� Total amount?
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Conclusions: what to do now?

� Check if the substances in articles should be 
(pre-)registered
� If so ��� � get ready to (pre-)register!

� Check if the substances in articles should be 
notified

� Provide information to recipients/consumers 
where appropriate
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